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PARTNERING WITH PARENTS TO DE-

VELOP A CHILD’S HEAD, HEART AND 

HANDS FOR JESUS CHRIST THROUGH 

GOD’S WORD AND ACADEMIC             

EXCELLENCE. 

The Principal’s Post —  Common Sense and the Common Core          

             Testing, Take Two 

Last spring I outlined the Education Committee’s reasons for participating in 
the New York State assessments, which were the first to measure the Com-
mon Core State Standards that were adopted in 2010.  As was expected, the 
percentage of students deemed proficient across the State was significantly 
lower than the previous year.  Commissioner King (who directs Public Educa-
tion in New York) cautioned all administrators against overreaction.  He recom-
mended instead that a new baseline of student learning be created and that 
the resulting scores not be used negatively in the evaluation of teachers or 
school accountability.  Public education however  seems to thrive on contro-
versy; my sister who teaches in Greece has shared some ludicrous decisions 
made by that district that actually punish teachers and degrade kids.  We at 
RCS are committed to decisions that are wise, rather than trendy and helpful, 
rather than punitive. 

Many of our students did well on the tests, others did not.  Additional instruc-
tional support will be provided for all those who received a “1”.  Yet this reme-
diation will not be a “one size fits all” approach since it’s necessary to pinpoint 
WHY a student experienced difficulty.  Perhaps adding interesting and relevant 
details to a composition needs to be practiced.  Learning to make a claim, and 
then providing concrete evidence from the text, was a downfall for some.  In 
math, students tended to bog down in the process of multi-step directions.  
Showing all their work instead of simply providing an answer needs to become 
a habit for others.   Our students need to be better problem solvers and to per-
severe when the going gets tough.  We will focus on these strategies not be-
cause “it’s on the test”, but because successful students can successfully 
problem solve.  Successful students persevere.  Successful students take their 
time and show their work. 

Details of these tests have been trickling in for several weeks; parents of stu-
dents in grades 5-8 will shortly be receiving a packet that contains the individ-
ual score results as well as some additional information that you might find 
helpful.   I’m so thankful for your support as my staff works to better prepare 
our children for the shifts in learning they now face.  
After studying the testing options that are available, 
the Education Committee will make recommenda-
tions for our next steps and will not just go with the 
flow.  Preparing our students for success is a very 
important endeavor, and we appreciate your partner-
ship.  If you have specific questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

9/25--SEE YOU AT THE 

POLE 

10/10--FUNd Run 

10/11--NO SCHOOL STAFF 

DEVELOPMENT 

10/14--NO SCHOOL 

COLUMBUS DAY 

10/23--P/T CONFERENCES 

10/24--11:45 A.M. DIS-

MISSAL 

P/T CONFERENCES 1:00 

P.M.-8:00 P.M. 

10/25--NO SCHOOL 
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The Insatiable Quest for Beauty 
  
Moms and Dads, are you looking at your young ladies and wondering how 
you are going to teach them all that you want them to know about their value, 
beauty, relationships and life?   As parents we want to be sensitive to share 
when they are open without overwhelming them with too much information.   
  
As part of our growing partnership with you, we are hosting a Mother/
Daughter Tea in Rochester Christian School's cafe  on Saturday, October 
19th from 9am-12pm.  Tiffany Dawn will share her story intertwined with     
music while breakfast is enjoyed together.  We will also have a chance to 
make a craft and chat in small groups.  Please do not miss this opportunity for 
life changing stories and conversations for any ladies 4th grade and above.   
  
Here is a summary from Tiffany Dawn's website:  Through her personal story 
of struggling with body image and identity, Tiffany Dawn brings a message of freedom from an insatiable 
quest for beauty. Using a musical seminar, a book broken into "coffee dates" instead of "chapters," and a 
CD of songs written along her own journey, Tiffany takes a multimedia approach to effectively engaging this 
generation.  She both motivates and provides practical tools to help others overcome our culture's obses-
sion with perfection. 
 
John A. Martin, President of Roberts Wesleyan College, put it this way: "Using both music and the compel-
ling, self-revealing story of her personal struggle and growth to overcome the need for perfection and 
beauty, Tiffany connects powerfully with her generation.  She is a voice that needs to be heard by both 
women and men."  
  
Please RSVP to Laura Passero at info@rochesterchristianschool.org by Tuesday October 15th.  $6 per      
person can be mailed to Rochester Christian School or paid at the door.  Please invite others for this great 
morning.  Check out the insatiablequestforbeauty.com for more information about Tiffany Dawn 
                                                    —Mrs. Passero 

6th Grade Field Trip 

This year, the sixth grade science class is studying Earth Science, the 

science of the place God has given to us to live.  Last week the stu-

dents attended "Conservation Field Days", at Ellison Park, put on by 

Monroe County and the Cornell Cooperative Extension.  We went to six 

learning stations to learn about a variety of ways to be good "stewards" 

of the earth.  Although some of the presenters were probably not Christians the idea of car-

ing for this earth is one that should be central to our Christian lives, and the students learned 

about many ways that can be done.  

 

I also appreciated how many of the presenters commented to me about how "good"                           

the class was!  They paid attention, asked and answered questions, and even took notes at 

each learning   station.   

 

This place God has given us has to provide for people on many levels and we 

can help by being good stewards of the earth.  Good job sixth graders!   

                 —Mr. DeJong                                                              

          

http://www.tiffany-dawn.net/seminars.cfm
http://www.tiffany-dawn.net/book.cfm
http://www.tiffany-dawn.net/music.cfm
mailto:info@rochesterchristianschool.org
http://insatiablequestforbeauty.com
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A First Impression of one by Senora Fonseca’s students  

Last week in Spanish, the 7th Graders reviewed essential greetings and courtesies. As a cumulative          
reflection on the essential learning of the unit, they were asked to express their views on the foundational 
question: How does the way we greet each other reflect our values as Christians?  In her careful      
consideration of this topic, Trinity Schabel gives us all a warm reminder of how even the littlest things we do 
are a precious opportunity to share the love of Christ.                                                          -Senora Fonseca 

 

The way we greet each other reflects our values as Christians in a few ways. We greet 

each other with kindness and respect instead of being mean and demonstrating rude behav-

ior.  

As Christians, when we greet each other, instead of mumbling as we walk by, we stop 

to face the person and speak clearly with a smile. When we do this, it shows we truly care 

about the person. 

When we greet each other physically, we don’t make it strange or awkward. We don’t 

reject hugs and we don’t shake hands too weak or too strong. We are happy to see them. This 

reflects our Christian values because kindness, love and gentleness are all fruits of the spirit 

we are commanded by. 

When we reflect God by doing these things, it shows we value the other person, our 

beliefs, and God.                -Trinity Schabel 

Introducing our new Spanish Teacher: Senora Fonseca 
 
Hola! 
I'm so happy to be a part of the RCS family! My husband (Chris) and I live in Gates, NY with our son 
(Lucas), our two wonderful moms, (Sheila and Alicia) and our two gorgeous Greyhound rescues (Reuben 
and Carlos).  I was born and raised in Rochester, with a great part of our extended family living here as 
well. As much as we dream about living in Texas weather, our friends and family make us feel truly blessed 
to call Rochester our home. 
 
As a family, we enjoy traveling as much as possible. We love to see different places and experience new 
cultures both abroad and in the US. When we're at home, my moms and I enjoy reading and challenging 
each other to new books. (We generally don't enjoy the same genres so it can definitely be challenging!) 
Chris and Lucas enjoy archery and practicing for American Ninja Warrior. (This basically means they have 
transformed our backyard and garage into obstacle courses that render the spaces relatively useless for 
the rest of us... we park in the driveway.) 
 
I've been teaching Spanish for a very long time but I have never had the opportu-
nity to integrate it with our Faith. This is a profound privilege for me personally and 
it is an opportunity I do not take for granted. By giving me the chance to serve you 
and your children, you are giving me the chance to serve The Kingdom; my family 
and I are very grateful to the RCS community for this. This school is unlike any 
other. I'm so very happy to be here! 
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Introducing our new Art Teacher:  Miss LeRoux 

Hello RCS families! I am very excited to be teaching art this year. We have had a great start to the school 
year with the students’ first projects well on their way.  
 
Let me take a moment to share a little about myself. I was born in South African and lived there until I was 
about 9 years old. My family and I moved to the United States and settled in good old Webster. I have a 
younger brother and we both attended RCS through 8th grade. I have fond memories of RCS and made 
great friends who I still keep in touch with to this day. I then attended Webster Schroeder High School, a bit 
of a change after RCS but I grew to love it. In 2006 I went to SUNY Oswego and received my Bachelors De-
gree in Graphic Design and Business. After many prayers I finally decided teaching is the path for me and 
stayed at Oswego to finish out my Masters in Art Education, I graduated last December 2012.  
 
Oswego is also where I met my fiancé Nick. We have been together for 6 years and we are eagerly planning 
our wedding for next August. Besides wedding planning which takes up my little free time, the rest of my 
time outside of RCS consists of teaching homeschool art classes at my house and nannying after school. 
After a long day I enjoy coming home to my favorite 4 pound Pomeranian Keiko who is very high mainte-
nance, (might I say a diva), but has just love to give with his cuddles.  
 
I look forward to getting to know you and your student this year!                        
                   —Miss LeRoux 

 
Pastor Appreciation & Ministry Leaders 
 
Pastor and Ministry Leaders Appreciation breakfast is Thursday, October 17th from 8:30-10.  Why do we do 
this?  
1.  It's a great opportunity to love on those who serve us. 
2.  It's a perfect chance for them to get a glimpse into RCS and to remember us as they talk to other fami-
lies. 
3.  It's a neat time for them to connect with one another over breakfast in the cafe.   
 
After breakfast and a short time of worship/sharing in the cafe, they travel to classrooms and visit your         
children.  
 
Please help us by emailing any names to Laura Passero at info@rochesterchristianschool.org.  We are go-
ing to have the kids sign invitations at school and mail them out from here.  We would love any leader who 

serves in your church to be invited.     —Mrs. Passero 
                                                                                                     

mailto:info@rochesterchristianschool.org
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Get Ready…Get Set…Go! 

Last week we kicked off our annual fall fundraising campaign, the FUNd 
Run. RCS students went home with a colorful sponsorship packet. Students 
who send out 5 sponsorship letters or secure 5 sponsors will be running an 
Extreme Obstacle Course on the morning of Thursday Oct 10, 2013       be-
tween 9-12 pm to raise funds in support of our annual school budget.   

Students seek sponsors in order to be eligible to run and compete for prizes 
in two different ways.        Students will address and mail out sponsor letters 
to friends, relatives and church family or solicit sponsorship donations face-to-face.  Potential sponsors are 
asked to donate in support of Rochester Christians School’s vision of  “Partnering with parents to develop a 
child's head, heart and hands for Jesus Christ through God's Word and academic excellence.” 

One of the ways we try to fulfill this vision is by providing Christian Education at a reasonable price. The tui-
tion charged at RCS requires a significant financial sacrifice for many of our families, but that tuition does 
not reflect the actual cost of educating a student at RCS.  Tuition at RCS only covers about 80% of our an-
nual budget; the remaining 20% comes from grants, gifts and fund raising. 

Fundraising events allow our students, parents, families, friends, churches and broader community the op-
portunity to help share the load, voluntarily giving and investing in Christian Education through their partici-
pation . 

If you want the quality Christian Education we offer at Rochester Christian School to continue: certified 
teachers, accredited program, appropriate educational technology,  we ask you to support a student by mak-
ing a donation towards the FUNd Run.   You can make a donation online by clicking on FUNd Run Log on 
Rochesterchristianschool.org webpage or by going directly to donation page: https://online.factsmgt.com/
Emp/Donor/Public/Donation.aspx?dc=3C8X0. As always we accept cash and check donations mailed in or 
sent in with students. 

We thank you in advance for your support, invite you to join us Oct 10, 2013 at 9:00 am to cheer students on 
and watch for pictures of this fun event in the next Inside RCS. 

 Chromebooks changing computing at RCS! 
This summer after a year of debate, tech plan revisions and serious prayer, 
we took the plunge and dismantled our old computer lab with its dead or   
dying XP desktops and purchased 20 new Chromebook laptops and mobile 
charging cart.  The Chromebook cart is now parked in the library but can 
travel to any classroom in the school equipped with Wi-Fi router.   
 
The Chromebooks are light, fast and easy to use, less vulnerable to virus 
and easier to manage without an IT Department (RCS depends on volun-
teers to manage its IT resources). We are now in the process of becoming a 
Google Apps for Education school.  Students are starting to receive Google 

Apps login ids which will give them access to Google’s educational suite of apps, Google Docs, Slides, 
Spreadsheets, Calendar, Sites and mail (grades 3-8).  Students will be able to collaborate and share docu-
ments on the cloud with each other and their teachers. 
 
We are thankful for this new resource, thinking of new ways to integrate technology into our classes and pre-
paring students to use the technology resources effectively and responsibly. 
 
We would like to thank all those who invest in the education of RCS students by 
making financial donations to Rochester Christian School.  Without the generosity of 
these donors we wouldn’t have new Chromebooks and many of the little extras that 
benefit students at RCS but are not in the RCS budget.  Please support our annual 
FUNd Run, or give to the RCS Annual Fund (click on the Donate now! Button on the 
Rochesterchristianschool.org website).                                        —Mrs. Canino-Fluit 

https://online.factsmgt.com/Emp/Donor/Public/Donation.aspx?dc=3C8X0
https://online.factsmgt.com/Emp/Donor/Public/Donation.aspx?dc=3C8X0
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Rochester Christian School Opening Day Fashion Show 

 

What better way to introduce our 2013-14 school verse  (Colossians 3:12-14) which 

speaks about clothing ourselves than with a fashion show!?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These special guests modeled the appropriate attire for our kids on the first day of school! 

Prayer Warriors:  

RCS has a group of people who come into our school every Friday morning.  Do you know what they do for 

you and me and RCS? They pray!  Whatever the upcoming RCS events might be, the students,  the fami-

lies, the staff/faculty, and even our building is bathed in prayer by wonderful parents who care so much that 

they commit to every Friday morning from 8:20-9:00 a.m. to make sure that RCS is lifted up before our 

Lord.  Would you like to come be a part of that?  Then here is what you do:  Come on Friday mornings, sign 

in and join the team in the cafe'. 

We understand that some people due to work or other reasons, cannot make this commitment on Fridays. 

We want you to still be a part of this "team".  Here is the list in our SPARKS so everyone in our RCS family 

can pray for one another.  

 

Friday, September 27:  

**Pre3 and Pre4 students,  **Preschool teachers:  Mrs. Emmans, Mrs. Torrell and their aides: Mrs. Fiorito &   

Mrs. Baker. 

**RCS families: The Arnold/Zois family, The Bolis family and The Bonczyk family. 

 **Pods and Reflection Groups 

**for all the staff, students, & parents to walk daily in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

                     —Mrs. Randall 
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Box Tops for Education:                                                                    

Rochester Christian School is raising money through a fund-raising program called 

Box Tops for Education. It is fun and easy. All you need to do is collect the box tops 

from participating General Mills cereals, snacks, and Yoplait yogurt multi-packs. You 

may go to www.boxtops4education.com/products for a complete listing of all the new 

products that are now a part of this program.  Simply clip the box top logos and send 

them to school with your child. That’s all there is to it! The more we collect, the more 

money we can earn. If you have any questions, please contact the office.  

 

Campbell’s Soup Labels:  

 
Rochester Christian School participates in the Labels for Education which is another fun and easy program 

where families and members of the community work together to “Earn Free Stuff” for their school! 

By collecting UPCs and beverage/sauce caps from over 2,500 participating products, supplementing your 

earnings through the eLabels for Education℠ program and with our bonus offers, your school earns points 

that can be redeemed for Arts, Athletics, and Academics merchandise.  Explore the online catalog to see 

what Rochester Christian School can earn!  You can help by saving labels from hundreds of varieties of 

Campbell’s soups, Pepperidge Farm bread, cookies and goldfish, V8 and tomato juices, V8 Splash juice, 

Franco-American Spaghetti O’s, Prego sauces, Pace salsa and Swanson broths. Please send in the UPC 

Code of the label to the office for collection. If you have any questions on this program, please contact the 

office.  

 

Ink Cartridges:  

When you have emptied your printer’s ink cartridge, please don’t throw it away. RCS collects these empty ink 

cartridges and receives money for each one we collect and submit for recycling. The following brands are 

accepted in the program: Canon, Hewlett Packard, Lexmark, Lanier and Xerox. Please send your empty ink 

cartridges (NOT laser) to school in a plastic bag to avoid ink stains. Questions on this program can be di-

rected to the office.  

 

Target:  

If you have a Target credit or debit card, please sign up to have your purchases support RCS.  All you do is 

go to the Service Desk and sign up or go to www.target.com/tcoe and enter our school name to view and 

designate RCS as your school. Then they will give a percentage of your purchases to RCS. 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/eLabels-For-Education
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Bonus-Opportunities
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/About-the-Program/Merchandise-Catalog/Category/Arts
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/About-the-Program/Merchandise-Catalog/Category/Athletics
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/About-the-Program/Merchandise-Catalog/Category/Academics
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260 Embury Road 

Rochester, New York  14625 

Phone 585-671-4910 

Fax 585-671-3676 

E-mail 

office@rochesterchristianschool.org 

Web Site: 

www.rochesterchristianschool.org 

 

R o c h e s t e r   

C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l  

Offering preschool-3 year 

olds through  

8th grade  

 

 

T O P S  i n  E d u c a t i o n  i s  a n  e a s y  w a y  f o r  y o u  t o  h e l p  r a i s e  

m o n e y  f o r  R o c h e s t e r  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l .  

 

H e r e ' s  h o w :  

G o  t o  w w w . t o p s m a r k e t s . c o m / E d u c a t i o n / P a g e s  

1. Click on Parents and Shoppers and go from there...Click the REGISTER NOW button.  Log in to 

your online TOPS BonusPlus® account. If you 

don't have an online account, easily create 

one today!   

2. Select Rochester Christian School for 

your choice from the list of schools that have         

registered. 

3. Purchase participating TOPS brand, Full 

Circle™, TopCare®, Best Yet® and Valu 

Time® products with your TOPS BonusPlus® throughout the 2013-2014 TOPS in Education program year 

and 

TOPS  will contributes a percentage* of your purchase to Rochester Christian School. 


