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“Ordinary” Heroes 

The 100th year of Rochester Christian School is a celebration of God’s 

gracious and faithful provision.  I am reminded of the book of Ruth, in 

which those characters of long ago also experienced God’s lavish bless-

ings. 

To sum the narrative of Scripture, Israel was facing severe drought and 

famine; therefore Naomi’s family journeys to Moab.  Ten years later, 

after the death of her husband and sons, she returns home to Bethlehem 

with her daughter-in-law, Ruth.  Once in Bethlehem, Naomi and Ruth 

are among the poor widows, as evidenced by Ruth gleaning for food in 

the field of farmer Boaz.  His kindness is noted as he extends additional 

protection to this foreign woman.  Naomi’s concern and care for her 

mother-in-law is also noted as she immediately shares her rations. 

When I was young, I wanted the story to end “and they lived happily 

ever after”.  Now that I’m older (and hopefully wiser), I realize that this 

family probably experienced some difficult times and hard decisions.  

Yet I am certain incredible joy was also experienced as they obeyed 

God’s call.   Ruth and Boaz are unlikely heroes.  They are unlikely be-

cause they are ordinary.  Ruth had no status as a foreigner and a widow.  

Yet she was heroic because of her humility and devotion.  Boaz was not 

born to royalty.  He received no angelic messengers and no miracles are 

attributed to him.  Yet his heroism is characterized by compassion and 

generosity. 

A widow and a farmer - ordinary in their roles, yet heroic in their obedi-

ence to God’s call.  From their lineage come King David and Messiah 

Jesus.  God’s plan of redemption and restoration is furthered by the lives 

of this ordinary couple.  God calls ordi-

nary people, like you and me, to work out 

His will.  When we respond to His call, 

we will be amazed at what can be accom-

plished.  Be encouraged.  Be full of hope. 

In the grace of our Lord Jesus, 

Deb Abbey 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 10: Veteran’s Day Reflec-

tions at 8:45 AM.  Please join 

us. 

Nov 11: No School 

Nov 22: Thanksgiving Reflec-

tions at 8:45 AM.  Please join 

us. 

Nov 23-25: Thanksgiving Break 

Nov 25: Alumni Open House 

Gathering at a local restaurant (a 

Fourth Friday Event).  More de-

tails to come. 

Dec 13: Christmas Concert at 7 

PM at Browncroft Community 

Church.  Please join us. 

Dec 23: Christmas Reflections 

at 8:45 AM & “A Bite Before 

Christmas Cookie Sale” (a 

Fourth Friday Event)from 8:45– 

Noon.  Join us for Reflections 

and pick up your Christmas 

cookies for the Holidays! 

Dec 26-Jan 2: Christmas Break 

Jan 26: Honors Induction 

Jan 27: Rockin’ Roller Skating 

Party (a Fourth Friday Event) 

from 6:30-8:30 PM 
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By Nisha Cerame (RCS Parent & Club Organizer) 

At the end of September, RCS launched its highly successful afterschool programs.  For ten weeks, students have 

the opportunity to participate in Chess Club, Lego Club, Drama Club, and Running Club.  

On Mondays, 12 students gather in the library to learn about chess from a representative from the Rochester 

Chess Club.  After each lesson, students engage in chess matches with each other. 

On Tuesdays, 30 students gather in both the library and the 1st grade classroom to participate in Lego club.  Led 

by Aimee Phillips and Ebony Henderson, students are given building projects and Legos with which to complete 

their build.  At the end of the session, students share their creations with the others in the class. 

Wednesdays are Drama Club Day, with 12 students from kindergarten to 3rd grade working with drama coaches 

from Drama Kids.  Students learn how to speak in front of a group and work together to create stories. 

Finally, on Thursdays 15 students join Mrs. Freeman in the Running Club.  Students are learning to increase their 

running distance in hopes of completing a 5K run at the end of October. 

This session of afterschool programs will be ending on November 22.  Be looking for more information about 

different afterschool clubs between Thanksgiving and Christmas as well as a spring session. 

Rugged Christian Soccer 
The R.C.S co-ed soccer team had a great season, 

and all the glory goes to God! The team included 

5th-8thgraders.  Some of the tweens and teens are 

new to the game while others have been playing 

year round soccer. It’s wonderful that R.C.S. gives 

all ability levels the opportunity to play soccer in a 

modified league. The team fought hard, had a 10-3 

record, and tied for 3 place in the league. Thank 

you to Coach DeJong and Mr. O! 

 
By Lisa Torrell (RCS Teacher, Parent & Team Mom) 
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The Music Department is excited to announce the formation 

of a newly restructured Worship Team for the 2016-2017 

school year.  Mrs. Hamway and Mrs. Jamison co-teach this 

elective, audition-only class for first through fifth graders. 

The purpose of this class is to glorify God and help students 

connect with Him by facilitating musical worship experi-

ences. We aim to develop vocal technique, singing skills, 

and choreography, learn about the fundamentals, purpose, 

and joy of worship music, and promote team work whilst 

worshipping Christ through music.  

Students auditioned on September 19th in order to be con-

sidered for the group. We were thrilled to see so many stu-

dents with a desire to worship the Lord! Auditions were also 

very eye opening as we realized we have many, many tal-

ented musicians here at RCS!  

At this time, there will be 15 students on the Worship Team, 

with further review to take place throughout the year. Stu-

dents on the Worship Team exhibit qualities inherent in a 

worship leader or worship team member, express maturity in interview answers, 

have a desire to glorify the Lord with music, and have a high level of musician-

ship, vocal skill, and sense of tonality. 

Mrs. Jamison and I are thrilled to be working together and with your children to 

further glorify God’s kingdom. We look forward to showing you what we’ve 

been working on at school Reflections and upcoming concerts!  

By Jane Hamway (RCS Teacher & Parent) 

By Judy Cruz (RCS Parent) 

October 6, 2016 was Pastor Appreciation Day breakfast at Rochester Christian School. It is a time where the 

children get to invite their Pastor to their school for a delicious breakfast, fellowship with other Pastors, beauti-

ful music sung by the children, and a special visit into their classroom.  

As the Pastors and other church leaders ate their breakfast there was conversation and laughter. It looked as if 

they had been the best of friends for a long time. Friendships surrounded by God’s Love are special. During the 

classroom visits the children were greeted with high fives and hugs. The children felt special as their pastor took 

time to sit and color, help with math problems, play with blocks, play with play dough, and answer their ques-

tions.  

When I asked one of the Pastors “What did you enjoy the most?” he said, “I really like how friendly the teachers 

and the children are here. This was nice. Thank you for doing this for us.” What stood out the most throughout 

RCS was the presence of Love.  
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Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers  who 

serve our school!  We couldn’t do it without you.  

Thank you RCS Friends and Families! 

You are the BEST!! 

The first day of school was a fun time with pictures, 

coffee and donuts.  We welcomed close to 150 kids 

through the doors to start our 100th school year!  

Our first Reflections of the year started off with a fashion show! Ten staff members walked the "runway" dressed 

in outfits from the last ten decades. Then all the "models" read a portion of our school verse, Psalm 100. The mes-

sage? Fashions sure have changed over the last 100 years, but God's Word has remained unchanged. We are so 

thankful for God's faithful provision to RCS over the last 100 years, and we are looking forward to an amazing 

100th year!  

By Michelle Sellvaggio (RCS Teacher and Parent) 
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We had a beautiful time of wor-

ship and prayer around our flag-

pole on September 28th 

 

Despite the drizzly cool September weather, there was a warmth in the smiles and conversation that many enjoyed 

as we kicked off the start of our Fourth Friday Celebration Events at Rochester Christian School! On September 

23rd, the Homecoming Food Truck Rodeo began with our RCS student soccer team facing Cornerstone Christian 

School.  The rain didn’t let up, and neither did our students as they fought to stay ahead with a 4-2 win.  Even our 

youngest fans enjoyed some hula-hooping, beanbag games and faceprinting, with some school spirit inspired de-

signs!  As the evening continued the parking lot became scattered with groups of families and friends re-

connecting and enjoying some dinner from our food truck vendors.  The wood fired pizzas were as delicious as the 

aroma that filled the air, and the hot cocoa and fruit smoothies were a hit, too!   With a little coaxing and organiz-

ing by Ken Offringa, our alumni and a few students took the field and faced off for a friendly match of soccer.  It 

was a great evening, and we are looking forward to the continued succession of 4th Friday events that will be tak-

ing place throughout the year… the next of which is a Harvest Party on Oct-28th!  Looking forward to connecting 

and celebrating with you! 

By Kerstin (Babbitt) Nourse (‘89 RCS Aluma, RCS Parent & Board Member) 

HOMECOMING & FOOD TRUCK RODEO 
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Ms. Ashley Andrews 

Music Teacher 

Teaching music is a dream 

come true! I  have been 

given the opportunity to 

teach band, choir, lessons, 

pre-k music, and 4-8 mu-

sic here at RCS. My first 

year at RCS has been a 

blast so far. God called me 

to this school and I am so 

thankful that I followed 

His call. It has been so 

wonderful to become a 

part of the RCS family. I 

am learning so much about 

teaching, my students, my 

co-workers, myself, and 

what it means to be a 

Christian Educator. I am 

very excited to see what 

the future holds! 

Mrs. Andrea Messmer 

Kindergarten Teacher 

 I feel very blessed to be 

teaching kindergarten at 

RCS. I have worked with 

children since I was a 

teenager and cherish the 

opportunity to educate 

young leaders of tomor-

row. Being able to pursue 

my passion in a faith 

based environment is very 

important to me. When I 

am not teaching I enjoy 

watching movies or swim-

ming with my family.  

Mrs. Wendy Zinnecker 

Administrative Assistant 

I am thankful for the op-

portunity to be part of the 

RCS family.  I love work-

ing with children, teaching 

and of course administra-

tion.  Prior to coming to 

RCS, I was teaching at a  

Christian School in Iowa.   

The more I get to know 

about RCS, the more I am 

amazed to discover how 

connected it is to my old 

school in heritage and 

faith.  It makes me smile 

to think about how God 

directs our paths.  At home 

I keep busy with my hus-

band Brad and our six 

children (high school - 

preschool).  We enjoy hik-

ing, being outside, read-

ing, cooking together, 

playing games and watch-

ing movies.   

Ms. Emilia LaPlant 

After Care Director 

Emilia LaPlante is a joy-

fully blessed follower of 

Jesus, enjoying the adven-

ture and gift of life each 

day. She is engaged to her 

best friend, Elijah, and  

some of her favorite things 

are road trips, books, run-

ning, and strong coffee.  

Emilia also enjoys spending 

time with people of all ages, 

especially children. She has 

over ten years of experience 

in a variety of childcare set-

tings, including nannying 

and summer camp.  She is 

looking forward to the op-

portunity to use her experi-

ence and love for people to 

design and manage this 

year’s After Care program. 

Her goal is to make each 

After Care time safe, enjoy-

able, and above all, honor-

ing to the Lord. 



7 

The annual FUNd Run was on a spectacu-

lar day, thank you God!  The kids worked 

very hard to gather pledges and so far we 

have $16,205, with more coming in each 

day!  Parents and grandparents came out in 

droves to cheer on their runners, serve 

snow cones/popcorn and tally laps.  The 

children ran through the obstacle course in 

a great burst and then continued at a slower 

pace as time went on, while still persever-

ing.  Special thanks to the many helpers 

that made this event a success: Dianka So-

biech, Heather Wernle, Mike Cerame, 

Crystal Hutchings, Dana Perrin, Shameka 

Collins, Bo Colf, Julie Olschewski, Kelly 

Postema, Lisa Torrell and Allison Yauch-

zee! 

By Laura Passero (Enrollment Director 
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First Grade October Field Trip 
By Leesa Coutant (RCS Teacher) 

 

This month, the first graders are learning about 

autumn and the changes that happen during this 

season.  As part of our unit, we spent time learn-

ing about apples—how they grow, various uses 

for them, and comparing the flavors of different 

kinds.  We then took a trip to Schutt’s Apple Mill 

where Mr. Schutt took us on a tour of his facility.  

We walked in the orchard where he explained the 

process of pollination and how he decides what 

kinds of apples to grow.  He then gave the stu-

dents an opportunity to pick their own apple.  In-

side the mill, he showed us the apple storage 

room and showed us where and how the apple 

cider is made.  Our time ended with a cup of ci-

der and a donut—yum! 

Middle School Science News Update 

By Doug DeJong (RCS Teacher) 
  

In our 7th Grade Physical Science class we studied the concept of gravity 

and noted the famous works of Isaac Newton and his “ Law of Universal 

Gravitation”.  We also noted that in a biography by Galileo's pupil, Vincenzo Viviani, 

it was stated that Galileo had dropped balls of the same material, but different masses, 

from the Leaning Tower of Pisa to demonstrate that their time of descent was inde-

pendent of their mass. This was contrary to what Aristotle had taught: that heavy ob-

jects fall faster than lighter ones, in direct proportion to weight. On Tuesday, Oct. 18 

our adventurous class chose to recreate Galileo’s famous experiment.  We did look 

and see that we were too far away from the Leaning Tower of Pisa, so we chose the 

not really leaning, not really tower of the RCS garage for our experiment.  We chose 

many different objects, tried to drop them together as much as possible and confirmed 

Galileo’s findings, they all fell at the same rate. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincenzo_Viviani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galileo%27s_Leaning_Tower_of_Pisa_experiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaning_Tower_of_Pisa
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Mrs. Jamison and Mrs. Messmer 

took their Kindergarten classes to 

the apple farm where they picked 

apples, took a hayride and en-

joyed cider and donuts. (above & 

right).  The Kindergarten Kids 

have fun in the Library (above 

left) and paint letters in class 

(left). 

Mrs. Torrell’s and Mrs. Drake’s preschool class 

celebrated Daddy Night on October 18th! The 

children sang songs for the dads and made them 

special pictures and paintings. They all enjoyed 

some yummy donuts and pumpkin cookies to-

gether! It’s always great to spend time with our 

wonderful dads!  
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