
  

Take Off Your Shoes 

Over the past two months I have been privileged to meet and interview 

several applicants who are interested in securing a teaching position at 

RCS.  I enjoy sharing our story with particular emphasis on the distinc-

tive Christian education that we offer.  I especially enjoy the recurring 

comment that I hear after some time has been spent visiting our class-

rooms:  “Wow!  God’s Word really IS integrated in all areas of your 

curriculum.”  Faith integration is central to our mission and intentional 

to our vision.  Our staff is committed to their students’ head, heart, and 

hands development, because we remember the lesson of Moses and the 

burning bush (Exodus 3:1-5).  Allow me to explain. 

We remember where we are.  Although RCS is housed in an ordinary 

building, it is a holy place because we are in the middle of God’s activ-

ity.  We sense His presence.  He is constantly speaking and He is al-

ways present.  Whether in the desert, on a mountain, or in a classroom, 

we believe that God is sovereign and He is at work. 

We remember whose we are.  Jesus is our Savior, our Redeemer, our 

Lord, and our Teacher.  Because we know and believe the love that 

God has for us, we can be assured that He will give us what we need to 

accomplish His work.  We may not hear an audible voice calling our 

name, yet we believe that as God’s children, He knows us intimately 

and is familiar with all our ways. 

We remember that God has a purpose for each of us.  We have been 

presented with a God ordained task to perform.  We do this amongst a 

community of believers who encourage, guide, and nurture us.  Our 

assignment may not be a confrontation with Pharaoh, but we believe 

our calling is no less important or 

meaningful. 

On behalf of the staff, thank you for 

joining in this journey of an educa-

tion with a higher purpose. 

To God be the glory, 

Deb Abbey 

Upcoming Events 

Apr 13: Easter Reflections 8:45 

AM 

Apr 14 - 21: Easter Break  

Apr 29: Spring Fling 

May 4: National Day of Prayer 

May 16: RCS Annual Meeting 

May 26: Grandbuddy Day 

May 26: Robin Hood Play  

May 29: Memorial Day, NO 

SCHOOL 

June 2: 8th Grade Trip 

June 8: Pre3 Last Day 

June 8: RCS Concert 

June 9: Pre4 Ends 

June 15: FUN DAY 

June 16: Last Day/FULL DAY 

June 16: RCSF Golf Tourna-

ment and Eighth Grade Gradua-

tion 

June 23: 4th Friday Event—

Picnic on the Playground! 
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Celebrating Mrs. Abbey’s birthday! 

(left) 
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March 27,  2017  

Dear Family and Friends of Rochester Christian School, 

After a thorough search process, and with gratitude to God for His guidance, the Rochester Chris-

tian School Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Mrs. Michelle Selvaggio has been hired 

to be the Principal of RCS, replacing Mrs. Deb Abbey who is retiring at the end of this school 

year. 

A  teacher at RCS since the 2008-2009 school year, Mrs. Selvaggio is well known to the RCS fam-

ily.  She is currently the 8th grade homeroom teacher and the Middle School English Language 

Arts and Bible teacher, a position she has held for six years.  Before that, she taught Kindergarten 

at RCS for three years.  She also had four years of teaching experience in a variety of Middle 

School subjects before coming to RCS.  Mrs. Selvaggio has a Master of Science degree in Educa-

tion from Nazareth College and a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. John Fisher College.  Mrs. Sel-

vaggio and her husband, Anthony, have two children who attend RCS; Katie is an 8th grader and 

James is in 5th grade.  She and her family are members of Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Mrs. Selvaggio has held a variety of leadership positions at RCS.  She is currently the Acting Prin-

cipal when Mrs. Abbey is out of the building, the  Chair of the RCS School Improvement Team 

for CSI Accreditation, and the leader of the Middle School Professional Learning Commu-

nity.  This year Mrs. Selvaggio organized and lead the well-received Faith Formation Professional 

Development Workshop for both the RCS faculty and the East Palmyra Christian School fac-

ulty.  She has also been a member of the Education Committee and a Mentor Teacher for new 

hires.  In addition to her leadership skills, Mrs. Selvaggio is recognized for her collaborative abil-

ity, her good communication skills, her organizational skills, and her compassion.  

Most importantly, Mrs. Selvaggio has a strong commitment to Christian Education and loves 

RCS.  Her philosophy of Christian education is aligned the unique faith basis of RCS.   She has an 

understanding of the heritage of the school and the ability to stay true to its foundations while cre-

ating an inclusive educational environment for all Christian families.  During the interview proc-

ess, Mrs. Selvaggio wrote and spoke passionately about the importance of Christian education and 

her dedication to RCS.  She is excited to lead RCS into its next century. 

Please join us in welcoming Mrs. Selvaggio to her new role as Principal of Rochester Christian 

School starting in July.  We are excited to see how God will use Mrs. Selvaggio to lead the RCS 

community as we work together to "equip our students to be world-changers for Christ."  Please 

pray that God will bless Mrs. Selvaggio and give her the wisdom and energy needed for her new 

position. 

In His Service, 

Kerstin Nourse 

on behalf of the Rochester Christian School  

Board of Directors 

and the Rochester Christian School Principal Search Team 
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If you only come to one Spring Fling Dinner Auction, make it this year! On Saturday, April 

29th at The Wintergarden by Monroe's, we will celebrate the past century and launch into the next 

one!   

 

You will be able to connect with many familiar teachers and parents, but this event reaches 

beyond the RCS community - to grandparents, friends, alumni and family members.  So, 

search through your contact list and bring someone along.  We are certain there will be enjoyment 

for all amidst a lovely ambiance.   

The silent auction will begin at 5:00 pm.  Come enjoy appetizers and bid on dozens of silent auc-

tion items--spa treatments, designer sunglasses, portrait sessions, entertainment packages, ski tick-

ets, electronics and much more!  Dinner and the live auction is set to start at 6:30.  This year's live 

auction items are unbelievable and there is something for everyone!  Treat yourself to a vacation in 

Keuka Lake or Bristol Mountain.  The menu features Pasta with Marinara, Eggplant Parmesan, 

Roasted Potato, Roasted Lemon Chicken, Roast Beef Au Jus, Seasonal Vegetables, salad, bread, 

dessert, coffee/tea, and a cash bar.   

 

RSVP by April 14th (our extended deadline)!  Please send in your RSVP card along with payment 

or go to www.rochesterchristianschool.org and scroll down buy tickets. Guests will be seated in 

the order in which payment is received; if you have arranged to sit with a teacher or other atten-

dees, please indicate the name(s) on the card.   

 

Attire is semi-formal.   

 

Upcoming: 

- Week of April 10th - Look for "Restaurant Row" in the office.  This is a fun opportunity for 

you to support the school by stopping by to purchase one or more of the 75 restaurant gift certifi-

cates  at face value!  100% of proceeds go to the school.   

- Week of April 24th - Pre-Auction in the RCS Foyer!  There will be a select number of auction 

items up for bid in the foyer.  Bidding will end on these items 

at 3:00pm on April 28th.    

A Picture of the Winter Garden (left) 
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RCS Volleyball 

is wrapping up a 

great season.  

Spring Track is 

just starting.  Go 

Blue! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

3 

  

4 

Game Club 

String Club 

5 

Drama Club 

(continued from 
Feb/March) 

6 

Chess Club 

Running Club 

10 11 

Game Club 

12 

Drama Club 

13 

Chess Club 

17 18 19 20 

24 25 

Game Club 

26 

Drama Club 

27 

Chess Club 

1 2 

Game Club 

3 

Drama Club 

4 

Chess Club 

8 9 

Game Club 

10 

Drama Club 

11 

Chess Club 

15 16 

Game Club 

17 

Drama Club 

18 

Chess Club 

22 23 

Game Club 

String Club 

24 

  

25 

Chess Club 

Running Club 

Vacation Week—No Club 
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On Friday, March 2nd, students gathered in the gym for the Winter 

Olympic Games!  Each Reflections Pod, comprised of students of all 

ages, competed against one another during this fun occasion.  

 

The Winter Olympics is one of several events during the year that pro-

vides a way for students of all grades to interact with one an-

other.  Teachers witnessed older children mingling with, talking to, and 

taking care of the younger ones, whether it was to explain rules or hold a 

hand.  Older children also took the lead to come up with strategies in an 

atmosphere of sportsmanship and encouragement. 

  

The games included a sled dog relay (using towels as sleds), hula hoop 

hibernation relay (in which pod members lined up, held hands, and 

passed the hula hoop from one end to the other without letting go), and a 

penguin egg relay (students hopped with a bean bag between their feet 

around a cone and back).  The highlight for many students was a snow-

ball fight using crumpled paper.  Students and teachers alike had a 

great time! 

We would like to thank everyone for their patience as we launched our online re-enrollment for the 2017-18 

school year.  We learned a lot and already have many improvements in place for the process next year!  If you 

still have not completed your re-enrollment packet, please take a few minutes to do so soon.  Email the office if 

you need assistance.  Our ParentWeb can be found at www.rochesterchristianschool.org/parents 

By Wendy Zinnecker  (RCS Office Staff & Parent) 



6 

The Arts Gala was held at RCS on Thursday, March 23rd. What a fantastic night of entertainment from stu-

dents in our Arts Department! Musicians and artists graced our stage with song and filled the café with art-

work that glorified the Lord and led us all to marvel in the beauty of the world He has created for us. 

Select students from K-8 worked very hard to present musical solos for us. Congratulations to Jane Aki, Jo-

sephine Webster, Hannah Burnett, Lauren Olschewski, Katie Passero, Cara Cerame, Maggie Byrne, and 

Elizabeth Runion on their successful performances. The orchestra and band roused the crowd in beautiful 

song, and the Recorder Karate Team performed for their first time ever! We also had the opportunity to hear 

from our talented seventh and eighth grade ensemble, with an arrangement of Pachelbel’s Canon in D. These 

students worked so hard to put this piece together (even arranging it for our diverse group of instruments on 

their own!) Congratulations. For the third year in a row, the Bucket Band performers graced our stage. Who 

knew you could make such fun rhythms and great sounding music with a bucket!? 

The evening concluded with an Art Reception in the café, where we enjoyed delicious dessert, and had a 

chance to appreciate art work from every student at our school. 

Thank you VERY much to all our hard working volunteers who made the evening a success. We appreciate 

all who set up chairs, donated desserts, cleaned up after the event, and so much more. We could NOT have 

done it without you! Beth Collins, Ashley Andrews and I thank you for supporting the Music and Art depart-

ments at our school and for encouraging your children to praise God with their unique and special talents!  

By Jane Hamway (RCS Teacher & Parent) 
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Welcome to our New Health Aide 

My name is Mrs. Baronsky and I am the new nurse at 

Rochester Christian School.  I have been a nurse for 

many years. I have previously worked as a hospital 

nurse, a health and wellness manager and spent many 

summers as a camp nurse. I have three children Alex-

ander is a freshman in college, Ryan a junior in high 

school and Lara is in sixth grade.  My husband and I 

are originally from NJ and although we miss NJ 

pizza , we absolutely love western NY, especially the 

beautiful lakes.  Our family enjoys camping,  and we 

also belong to an astronomy club.  We keep busy with 

sports and scouts and in our free time we enjoy games, 

especially chess. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns.  My email is: 

judith_baronsky@webstercsd.org 

One of our students, Jacob 

Postema, qualified to compete in 

the state level competition of the 

National Geographic Bee!  The 

New York State Bee was held on 

Friday, March 31, 2017.  Con-

gratulations Jacob on a job well 

done!! 

As we talk all year about Psalm 100, a large portion of the pas-

sage is gratitude and thankfulness to God.  We can be thankful 

to God for the many people He has put in our lives to protect 

us and help us grow.  In the fall we thanked and recognized 

pastors and also those who have served or are serving in the 

military.  On February 14th in Reflection Pods, each student 

wrote a thank you note to firefighters and filled a bag with 

treats.  The treat bags are being delivered to surrounding fire 

stations to thank our community servants.  

   Laura Passero, Enrollment Director 
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  Rockin’ Roller Skate Party     Family Film & Fun 

    January 27             February 24 

Leprechaun Lollipops were delivered 

by our Eighth Graders in March! 

Our 7th and 8th graders all made their own professional and highly-functional websites which are 

currently live and published on the web. Some made blogs for information on different sports, ani-

mals and interests. Others made websites for stores and restaurants of their own imaginations. The 

work is very time-consuming and takes a great deal of patience; they did a super job! - Alicia 

Fonseca (RCS Teacher) 
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Making friends, playing together, learning letters, singing, trying new foods, painting, cooking, 

building, reading, praying, riding, and going on a treasure hunt have all been part of 

our busy preschool over the last few months! 
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In addition to reading, writing and arithmetic, our Kindergarten class had a busy few 

months with a field trip to see Dr. Suess’ The Cat in the Hat at Nazareth College and 

another to the Planetarium.  They also celebrated Dr. Suess’ birthday in style (see pic-

tures below).   
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In celebration of the 100th day of school, the First Grade students utilized their creative counting skills and assem-

bled the annual First Grade Museum of Memorabilia.  Visitors who signed the guest book commented about the 

unique and clever ways that the children (with a little help from families) presented their collec-

tions.  Congratulations to the first graders for providing us with such an imaginative exhibition! 

By Deborah Abbey (RCS Principal & Teacher) 



13 

Second grade took a field trip to Topps Supermarket where they learned about all of the different 

types of work that is done at a grocery store.  They visited all of the departments and had a behind 

the scenes tour of the store offices.  From scanning items to sharing a great pizza lunch, the trip 

was a wonderful way to learn first-hand about jobs in our community! 
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Third graders 

enjoying all of 

the snow on the 

playground in 

March (above) 

Fourth graders enjoying school, 

lunch and bucket band (above) 

Fifth grade science exploratory—

making an egg safe vessel (left & 

below) 
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Middle School  

students the 5th grad-

ers (right) 

Our 6-8th graders at 

work (below) 
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The 5th through 8th grades participated in March Poetry Madness 

again this year. All students in those grades chose a poem to recite 

to the class. Their peers judged them on presentation and interpreta-

tion.  The class champions, Levi Byrd (5th), Zach Pelitera (6th), 

Mikayla Pizzo (7th), and Katrina VanHeyningen (8th) competed in 

the semifinals and finals on March 31st. Our esteemed panel of 

judges, Mr Offringa, Ms Thiele, and Mrs Abbey had the extremely 

difficult task of choosing the winner. In the end, Levi Byrd was 

chosen as champion for his recitation of "On Turning Ten" by Billy 

Collins. Congratulations, Levi!  

- By Michelle Selvaggio (RCS Parent & Teacher) 
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At 10:05 am on February 27th, RCS students and staff gathered in the gym to celebrate the 100th minute of the 

100th day or our 100th year! 

 

Local media was present to capture the moments of speaking, singing, and cheering.  Ten minutes before stu-

dents began the count down, grades PK-8 gathered in the gym with their teachers to sing Psalm 100 (our verse 

for the year), a passage that recognizes and praises God for His faithfulness.  After the countdown, all those in 

attendance cheered and spontaneously began to sing “Happy Birthday!”  Finally, students, dressed in blue and 

yellow spirit wear, stood inside the outline of a “100” for a photo.  The time we took to observe this moment 

was brief but joyful!  - By Jessica Kimmell (RCS Parent) 
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RCS Foundation 

Annual Golf Tournament 

Friday, June 16, 2017 

Webster Golf Club 

440 Salt Road, Webster, NY 14580 

Supporting RCS Families 

Rochester Christian School relies on support from the RCS Foundation to offset the 

ever-increasing costs to run the school while keeping tuition affordable 

for all families who desire a Christian education for their children. The funds raised at 

The RCS Foundation Annual Golf Tournament allow us to continue to provide the 

school with much needed support for tuition, scholarships and school operating 

costs. 

Please join us in making this year’s tournament a success and continue our RCS 

Community’s 100 year old tradition of neighbors helping neighbors. Join us for a fun 

day of golf or as a sponsor. You can also help by sharing this 

with your workplace or other companies you think may want to become a spon-

sor. 

We have many levels for you to show your support. Every contribu-

tion makes a difference! 

Golfers - $95 per person - Includes golf, morning coffee and doughnuts, lunch, 

dinner and door prizes. 

Platinum Sponsor - $1000 - Includes 2 golf packages, signage on the course 

and recognition at the dinner event 

Gold Sponsor - $500 - Includes 1 golf package, signage on the course and recog-

nition at the dinner event 

Silver Sponsor - $250 - Includes 1 additional dinner, signage on the course 

and recognition at the dinner event 

Bronze Sponsor - $100 - Recognition at the dinner event  

Alumni Sponsor - $25 or more - Recognition at the dinner event 

SIGN UP TO GOLF OR 

ADD YOUR DONATION TODAY! 

Visit RochesterChristianSchool.org/golf  
 or 

Click Here to Download a Sponsor Form 

Registration and sponsor forms are also available in the school office. 

Join Our 
RCS Community 

Web Site 

Where Students,  
Parents, Staff and 

Alumni Connect 

Visit 

RCSF.360alumni.com 

Our new community web site  

makes it quick and easy to stay  

connected with your Rochester  

Christian School community... 

•  Stay In Touch with Fellow 

     Students, Alumni and Parents 

•  Create Groups and Invite 

     Others to Join 

•  View and Post Job Openings 

•  See and Post News, Events 

     and Updates 

•  Donate to RCSF 

•  And much MORE 
 
Visit RCSF.360alumni.com and follow 
these simple steps: 
 

1.   The first time you visit, you’ll 

Need to set up your account. 

Click the “SIGN UP WITH 

EMAIL” button. 

2.   Enter your first and last name  

 and click NEXT. 

3.   Enter your email and  

 password (this will be your 

log in). Check the box to  

agree to 360Alumni’s Terms 

& Conditions and then click 

ACTIVATE ACCOUNT. 

4.   Your account is now active!  

 Add a photo and information 

to your profile, set up groups,  

and start posting and sharing! 

Invite your friends and family to 

connect too! 

NOTE: You can also join using 

Facebook and Linkedin 

We look forward to connecting 

with you! 

http://www.rochesterchristianschool.org/golf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByEa-5ssCFDBMkU2ejRnRXpjSFk/view?usp=sharing
https://rcsf.360alumni.com
https://rcsf.360alumni.com

