
June 2014

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Reading is the most important lifelong skill I can help my students to learn and practice. Along with the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), I believe that reading is not just a skill that one learns in school but a developmental and continual process 







   throughout life. 

Throughout the school year students work on building a reading life, and the primary purpose for summer reading is for students to maintain their reading life during the summer months. This letter includes guidelines for summer reading and some resources that will help you. 

FAQs:

What is the assignment? 
· A student wishing to receive credit for his/her summer reading MUST complete the attached packet questions for ONE of the books he/she reads.
What are the benefits of completing this assignment

· Mos[image: image3.png]


t importantly, students will build stamina and strength as a reader and continue on their journeys toward becoming life long readers.
· Studies have consistently shown that most students lose ground over the summer months.  Those students who maintain daily reading over the summer have an advantage over those who do not when the school year begins again.
· Students who complete the summer reading work and turn it in on the first day of school, will receive extra credit in ELA for the first trimester of next school year.
Is summer reading “required”? 
· I strongly encourage consistent summer time reading, but students are not required to complete this particular assignment.
When is the summer reading assignment due? 
· In order to receive the extra credit points, this assignment MUST be turned in on the first day of school (September 3).
What does it mean to “Maintain a reading life throughout the summer”? 
· Read most days. 
· Take into account summer plans. For example, being on a plane allows you to read for a long stretch of time, whereas sleep away camp might be different. Traveling to France? Read a travel guide to plan your trip. Spending time at the beach? Try a mystery or adventure story or look to see what other people at the beach are reading for ideas! 
· Follow interests and be flexible. 
What books should my child read over the summer?
· Many different organizations have compiled lists of summer reading suggestions. Below you will find links to some of these lists.  Please understand that the titles here are just some ideas for reading. These suggestions may or may not be right for your child. I encourage you and your family to find your own favorites. 
Please remember that if your child wants credit for his/her summer reading, he/she MUST complete the attached packet for ONE of the books read.

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Selvaggio 

Some links to suggested summer reading titles:

http://mrschureads.blogspot.com/2012/11/2012-best-books-lists.html
http://www.websterschools.org//uploads/LibrarySummerReading/2103summerreadingfinalmslist.pdf
http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/05/17/classical-reading-list-middle-schoo/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners
Name


Independent Reading Report Form

Title


Author


Why did you choose this book? Please answer using COMPLETE sentences. (3 points)
Circle the genre: (2 points)
mystery          biography         historical fiction         fantasy          reali[image: image4.jpg]


stic fiction   

poetry             non-fiction        science fiction    other:


List TEN words from the book that you did not know; put the number of the page on which the word is found.  Then supply the meaning of each word as it is used in the book.  (10 points)
	Word
	Page
	Meaning

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Answer FIVE of the following questions on a SEPARATE piece of paper.  Please write a well-written paragraph for each question you answer.  Circle the questions you choose to answer.  (10 points each)
1.  Describe three important character traits of the main character (joyful, depressed, brave, proud, lazy, etc.)  How do you know that the character has those traits?  What does he/she do to show them?
2.  Identify the setting of the book (remember time and place).  How is the setting important to the book?  Why do you think the author chose this particular setting?  Could the book have been set in a different place and time?  If so, how would the book change?  If not, why not?
3. Identify the main problem faced by the characters in the book.  How is the problem resolved?  Are there any smaller problems in the book that are not resolved?  Could the problem have been resolved in a different way?  Are you satisfied with the resolution?  Why or why not?
4. From whose point of view is this story told (an objective narrator, the main character, a minor character)?  If this story had been written from a different point of view, how would the story have been different?  
5. Make a connection between this book and another book you have read.  In what ways are the books similar?  In what ways are they different?
6. Copy a short passage that you found to be interesting. Explain what made it interesting for you.
7. Choose a character that changed over time.  How and why did that character change?  Was it a good change or a bad change?
8. Would you like to read another book by this author?  Why or why not?
9. If you had to guess, would you say that the author of this book is a Believer or a Non-believer?  Give evidence from the text to support your opinion.
10.  Did you expect the story to end the way it did?  What clues did the author give as to how it would end?
Finally, write a review of this book.  Give this book a score from 1 to 5, 1 meaning you would never recommend this book to anyone and 5 meaning you would recommend it to everyone you meet:_________

Explain your rating.  Use COMPLETE sentences and SPECIFIC details from the text. (15 points)
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